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BENEFITS OF COUNCIL MEMBERSHIP

What is the Arizona Council?  The Arizona Council of Human Service Providers has been a statewide voice for behavioral health, child welfare, and juvenile justice providers since 1986.  As a statewide trade association, we represent the interests of human service agencies by providing legislative and administrative advocacy on a local, state, and national level.  The Arizona Council is a membership driven organization with active participation from members throughout the state. 
What is the Arizona Foundation?  The Arizona Foundation for Human Service Providers is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization serving as the educational arm of the Arizona Council.  The Foundation provides support, education, and training opportunities to Council members.  Training programs include the Neurosequential Model in Caregiving, Behavioral Health Interpreter Academy, and member conferences, for instance.  Arizona Council members receive discounts on Arizona Foundation programs.  Membership in the Foundation is offered at no cost to members of the Arizona Council of Human Service Providers.  
What is the ACHSP Political Action Committee?  In July 2009, the Arizona Council Board of Directors authorized formation of the Political Action Committee.  The goal of the PAC is to promote good citizenship through the personal and financial participation of its members in the elective process at the state level of government.  The PAC is organized and operated on a voluntary, non-partisan basis to foster a human services delivery system that is comprehensive, community based, and respectful of the needs of individuals and families.  We do this by providing financial support to candidates who support the public policy goals of the Arizona Council.  The PAC Board of Directors raises funds for distribution to candidates by soliciting contributions from member agency staff, board members, and their family members.  

Why join the Arizona Council?  Collectively we can do so much more than working in isolation.  We are a member driven organization committed to creating an environment that promotes and maintains a comprehensive continuum of services to support and improve the lives of Arizona’s diverse populations—children, adults, and families.  The Arizona Council provides training, resources, research, policy analysis and advocacy, and opportunities to directly impact public policy on a local, state, and national level.  Together we can address gaps in services and funding, and work to improve access to quality behavioral health, child welfare, and juvenile justice services for individuals and families in Arizona.  The Arizona Council collectively addresses issues of common concern, such as Value Based Purchasing and System Transformation.
Who can be a member?  To qualify as a member agency of the Arizona Council, organizations must contract with a state agency, a regional behavioral health authority, or a managed care organization for the provision of behavioral health, child welfare, or juvenile justice services.  In other words, our members provide services in the publicly funded service arena.  
Who are our members?  The members of the Arizona Council provide services in all counties and most communities in Arizona.  Members include all of the current Regional Behavioral Health Authorities (RBHAs), as well as behavioral health, substance use disorder, child welfare, and juvenile justice programs that offer prevention, early intervention, treatment services, community education, and outreach programs, and provide a wide range of direct services to diverse populations throughout the state of Arizona.  

Types of Memberships:  There are three levels of Arizona Council membership; Direct Service Provider, RBHA/Managed Care Organization/Health Plan, and Associate/Vendor.  Full membership is designed for agencies that provide publically funded services to children, adults, and families and the Health Plans who fund them.  Full members are voting members of the Arizona Council.  Membership dues are based on the past fiscal year’s annual revenue.  Associate/Vendor membership is available for those who do not provide direct services, however are committed to the mission and goals of the Arizona Council.  

What is included in Arizona Council Membership?  As an Arizona Council member agency, you will be able to participate in Arizona Council activities, committees, services, educational opportunities, and advocacy efforts.  Additionally, Arizona Council members enjoy:
· membership in the National Council for Behavioral Health and discounts on its conferences and resources;  National Council dues alone are $3,875 annually per agency
· discounts (10%) on Council on Accreditation (COA) fees

· discounts on the Behavioral Health Interpreter Academy (save $450 per attendee)
· early registration for live Neurosequential Model in Caregiving webinars and priority for facilitator training

· networking opportunities with Arizona state agency staff from DCS, DES, DHS, AOC, AHCCCS, and FTF
· networking opportunities with other human service providers

· opportunities to impact policy and decision making within state departments, at the legislature and in Congress, and with the Governor’s office

· periodic updates and alerts on local, state, and national policy issues impacting human service providers

· advocacy tools to develop relationships with your local, state, and national representatives 

· weekly legislative updates during the state legislative session

· annual “Day at the Capitol” 

· opportunity to participate in and receive discounts on the Arizona Council Salary and Benefits Surveys

Committee Membership:  We have four (4) active committees and numerous group email lists working to improve services to Arizona’s children, adults, and families.  Most committees meet monthly, except in August.  The committees include:

· Advocacy committee helps to identify legislative and administrative advocacy concerns, determine our annual legislative priorities, and provide leadership for our advocacy efforts.

· Child Welfare committee helps to identify issues, concerns, and find solutions to problems impacting Child Welfare service providers.
· Human Resources committee provides an opportunity for HR staff to network and problem solve with one another and produce the bi-annual Salary Survey.
· Diversity and Inclusion group email whose goal is to increase access to and reduce disparities in access to services for under-served and under-represented populations.

· Peer and Family group email focuses on the unique needs of staff working in peer and family run organizations, as well as peers and family members working in traditional behavioral health settings.  The goal of this group is to ensure the voice of peers and family members is brought to the Council committees.
· Substance Use Disorder group email works on issues and concerns to substance abuse providers and the community.  
· Opioid Treatment Taskforce supports the efforts of those providing treatment for Opioid Use Disorder.
Regular Monthly Community Forums:  The Arizona Council has a community forum and general membership meeting on the second Friday of the month.  Once a quarter, state agency representatives attend the community forum.  The general membership meeting is an opportunity to see what your membership dues are accomplishing, have your voice heard, and network with other providers.
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Supporting the work of our member organizations to improve the lives of Arizona’s diverse populations.

For more information about the Arizona Council of Human Service Providers go to www.azcouncil.com.

